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It’s otter 
chaos as 
critters 

move in 


Amid Singapore’s 
shutdown, they splash 
in luxury pools and 
eat spa’s fancy pet fish. 


By DAVID PIERSON 
REPORTING FROM SINGAPORE 


ife was already 
hardscrabble for 
the seven river 
otters known as 
the Zouk family. 

Prime land next to Sin- 
gapore’s sparkling water- 
ways, brimming with fish, 
had been seized by other 
clans, forcing the hapless 
group to wander the city- 
state each day in search of 
food and shelter. But few 
noticed their forays untila 
coronavirus shutdown 
known as the “circuit 
breaker” was imposed in 
April. 

With the streets nearly 
emptied, the Zouks — 
named after a local night- 
club — started appearing in 
unexpected places: splash- 
ing around in aluxury con- 
dominium pool, taking a 
break outside a usually 
teeming shopping center in 
Little India and trying to cut 
through the lobby ofa chil- 
dren’s hospital. 

It all seemed rather 
harmless. But calls fora 
crackdown on the otter 
population began when the 
Zouks raided a private pond 
stocked with expensive 
ornamental fish on the 
grounds ofa spa owned bya 
former actress. 

“The otters killed all the 
fishes in the pond,” Jazreel 
Low wrote in a Facebook 
post punctuated by a sad- 
face emoji and what looks 
like a surveillance camera 
image of four otters skip- 
ping through her temporari- 
ly shuttered business. Low 
later posted a picture of her 
13-year-old arowana, Ah 
Huat — meaning “to pros- 
per” — in better times. 

“Darn otters! They gotta 
pay for it!” wrote one sym- 
pathetic commenter. 

[See Otters, A4] 
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REMEMBERING THE FALLEN 


The day before Memorial Day, Nihil Smith visits the grave of his friend, Marine Lt. Col. Kenneth Pipes, 
at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery in San Diego. Pipes was a Silver Star and Purple Heart recipient. 


Pandemic won't take holiday 


As deaths mount, Trump plays outside — and Americans follow 


By LAURA KING 


WASHINGTON — Preparing to 
celebrate Memorial Day, Americans 
flocked to beaches and parks Sunday, 
with many ignoring disease precau- 
tions even as the nation’s coronavirus- 
related deaths approached the bleak 


milepost of 100,000. 


As public health experts made a 
fresh round ofappeals for physical dis- 
tancing and face coverings, President 
Trump visited his Virginia golf proper- 


ty for a second straight day. 


He delivered an upbeat message 
while heading for the links, despite 
both the death count and predictions 
that double-digit U.S. unemployment 
would drag on into the early winter — 
past the November election — pos- 
sibly coinciding with a second wave of 


infections. 


“Cases, numbers and deaths are 
going down all over the Country!” 
Trump tweeted from the motorcade 


en route to his club. 


Although the outbreak has eased 
in many areas, dangerous hot spots 
[See COVID-19, A8] 
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Sanders champions Biden 
in new role of team player 


By JANET HooK 


WASHINGTON 
Bernie Sanders, long seen by 
Democratic critics as aloose 
cannon and definitely not a 
team player, is stepping up 
to help former rival Joe Bid- 
enin ways likely to far exceed 
what he did for Hillary Clin- 
ton in 2016. 

Sanders ended his 2020 
presidential campaign and 
cleared the field for Biden in 
April rather than fight to the 
bitter end as many support- 
ers wanted. 

The Vermont senator is 
ordering his delegates to the 
Democratic convention to 
avoid criticizing Biden. Top 
lieutenants have set up a su- 
per PAC to back the former 
vice president. And Sanders 
allies have teamed up with 
Biden’s on task forces to de- 
velop the party platform. 

That sets a tone very dif- 
ferent from the mood in 2016, 
when Sanders stayed in the 
hotly contested nomination 
race against Clinton until 
June. 

His raucous supporters 
protested at the convention. 


PAUL SANCYA Associated Press 
BERNIE SANDERS is 
urging his supporters to 
transfer their loyalty. 


CHARLIE RIEDEL Associated Press 


JOE BIDEN has been a 
more willing partner as 
well, Sanders’ allies say. 


Some ended up backing 
third-party candidates or 
Donald Trump. While Sand- 
ers himself campaigned 
hard for Clinton, their two 
camps continued to view 
each other with suspicion. 

Now, after more than 
three years ofa Trump presi- 
dency, Sanders has made 
common cause with Biden 
and forged amore collabora- 
tive relationship. 

“Both parties have been 
much easier to deal with; 
they have been more recep- 
tive,” said Ben Tulchin, who 
did polling for Sanders in 
both 2016 and 2020. “We all 
learned a lesson from last 
time: You don’t want to 
underestimate Trump. Any 
marginal loss of votes could 
cost us the election.” 

Trump, who would bene- 
fit from Democratic defec- 
tions, has noted the Biden- 
Sanders rapport and re- 
peatedly sought to drive a 
wedge between their camps. 

Just last week, in two 
tweets, Trump mocked 
Sanders, saying, “Crazy 
Bernie Sanders is not a 
fighter. He gives up too 

[See Sanders, A8] 


Netanyahu’s trial 
highlights tension 


Israeli prime minister, 
facing multiple charges, 
appears combative on 
the first day. WORLD, A3 


No pay raises for 

state lawmakers? 
A budget crunch caused 
by the coronavirus crisis 


could mean salary cuts. 
CALIFORNIA, B1 


Weather 
Partly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 86/62. B8 
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CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times 


VISITORS enjoy a sunny Sunday on the Strand at Hermosa Beach. 
Although the outbreak has eased in many areas, dangerous hot spots 
remain, including Greater Los Angeles, Chicago and Washington, D.C. 
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Virus 
widens 


health 
divide 
in U.S. 


Many in red states 
that resisted Medicaid 
expansion lack a 
safety net as they lose 
jobs — and coverage. 


By Noam N. LEVEY 


BAKERSFIELD 
Jenny Morones and Court- 
ney Marrs are both working 
mothers. Both labor to raise 
three children on low in- 
comes. Both fled abusive 
relationships. 

But because Morones 
lives in California — a state 
that expanded its safety net 
through the Affordable Care 
Act — she has health cov- 
erage. It protected her from 
financial ruin last year when 
a severe infection put her in 
the hospital. 

Marrs lives in Texas, 
which refused to expand 
Medicaid through the 
healthcare law. 

That’s left her and hun- 
dreds of thousands of other 
Texans uninsured. 

Lack of coverage has 
forced Marrs to forgo 
asthma inhalers and dental 
work on a molar she said 
was broken in a domestic 
dispute. 

“Tve been living on Ora- 
jel,” she said. 

Regional differences 
have long been a hallmark of 
American healthcare. But 
the gap between blue and 
red states has yawned wider 
in the 10 years of political 
battles that followed pas- 
sage of the 2010 health law, 
often called Obamacare. 

Now, the coronavirus cri- 
sis threatens to widen dis- 
parities further as tens of 
millions of Americans lose 
jobs and health coverage. 

“Blue states and red 
states are moving in very dif- 
ferent directions,” said Drew 
Altman, head of the non- 
profit Kaiser Family Foun- 

[See Healthcare, A10] 


GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times 


TEMPERATURE CHECKS are required to enter Morongo Casino. The main 
floor reached its new, limited capacity within three hours of opening Friday. 


Casinos hedge their bets 


Gaming is back, but restrictions mean no full house 


By KEVIN BAXTER 


CABAZON — Michael L. 
Fennell says he has spent a 
good portion of his 70 years 
gambling, so he knows the 
difference between a long 
shot and a sure bet. And he 
admits his decision to step 
inside acasino during a glob- 
al pandemic was a bit of a 
gamble. 

“Everything we do now is 
agamble,” he said after step- 
ping away from a slot mach- 
ine at Morongo Casino Re- 
sort and Spa for a cigarette 


break. “We’re going through 
rough times now.” 

But, he added, “it feels 
like it’s getting back to nor- 
mal.” 

Morongo’s two casinos, 
by Interstate 10 about 30 
minutes outside of Palm 
Springs, were among six 
tribal casinos in Riverside 
and San Bernardino coun- 
ties that partially reopened 
Friday after a two-month 
shutdown caused by the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Five others reopened last 
week in San Diego County, 
including Harrah’s Resort 


Southern California in Val- 
ley Center. At least four 
more tribal casinos will be 
back online this week. 

Federal law allows tribes 
to run casinos with sover- 
eignty, limiting the ability of 
the state or other local au- 
thorities to dictate how they 
operate. 

Nevertheless, most shut 
down voluntarily in mid- 
March, days before Gov. 
Gavin Newsom issued his 
stay-at-home order. 

With the governor now 
taking tentative measures 

[See Casinos, A10] 


BUSINESS INSIDE: Rules on disability and age bias complicate employers’ reopenings. A7 


